
9:00a.m. 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 

WORK SESSION 

AGENDA 

JULY 9, 2008 

LOCATION: WASCO COUNTY COURTHOUSE, 
COUNTY COURTROOM #202, 

511 Washington Street, The Dalles, Oregon 

DISCUSSION on County owned property. 

NOTE: THIS AGENDA IS SUBJECT TO LAST MINUTE CHANGES. 

The facility is handicapped accessible. Please contact (541) 506-2520, 
if you need special accommodations to attend the meeting. 

TDD -1-800-735-2900 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
REGULAR SESSION 

JULY 9, 2008 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Bill Lenox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant 
Lauren Haney, County Court Assistant 

At 9:08 a.m. Commissioner Sherry Holliday called the Regular Session of 
the County Court to order. 

Mel Omeg, District Board Member/Budget Committee Member, and Ron 
Graves, Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation District Director, met with 
the Court regarding a land use permit for a local farmer that the District is 
assisting. 

Discussion occurred between the County Court, Mel Omeg, Ron Graves, 
and Todd Cornett, Wasco County Planning and Development Director. 

Judge Ericksen arrived during the discussion. 

Mr. Graves requested that the Court waive the penalty fee that the farmer 
has been assessed due to the District's failure to obtain a required permit. 
Mr. Graves stated that the District was unaware of the new flood plain permit 
regulations. 

At 9:40 a.m. Tyler Stone, Wasco County Employee and Administrative 
Services Director, introduced David Demming. Mr. Demming was hired by 
Wasco County to conduct an analysis on whether a Heath Saving Account (HAS) 
and High Deductible Health Plan would be beneficial to Wasco County and its 
employees. Mr. Stone stated that no audit has been conducted. 

Mr. Demming stated that he viewed Mr. Stone's figures and found no 
mathematical mistakes and said that Mr. Stone was on the right track with the 
plan. Mr. Demming said they discovered that using a High Deductible Health 
Plan coupled with a HSA would reduce the County's cost. He stated that they 
compared the HSA 1 Plan to the HSA 2 Plan. Mr. Stone was more comfortable 
choosing the HSA 1 Plan due to the fact that it showed immediate savings, while 
the HSA 2 Plan showed greater long term savings. He felt that it would be 
impossible to predict where health care would be in the future. 
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Mr. Stone informed the Court that meetings will be held on July 10, 2008 
and July 11, 2008, to discuss the plan in greater detail. 

The Court recessed at 9:54a.m. 

The Court reconvened at 9:59 a.m. 

Fred Davis, Wasco County Facilities Operations Manager, met with the 
Court and presented a handout in regards to the needed repair of second floor 
windows at Annex B. (Attached as Exhibit A) 

Mr. Davis reviewed the handout and discussed the proposed repairs. 

Judge Ericksen stated that he is hopeful that the Department can live 
within their budget. He said if it is not feasible to stay within the budget a year 
end transfer would be required. 

Mr. Davis requested permission to proceed with the repairs. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to direct staff to proceed with the 
building repairs at Annex B with the understanding that a year end transfer 
may be required. Commissioner Holliday seconded the motion; it was then 
passed unanimously.}}} 

At 10:03 a.m. Commissioner Lennox wished to discuss the relocation of 
the 911/Emergency Operations Center (EOC). The County needs to determine 
which would be the best site for the relocation of the Center. He stated that one 
option is to relocate to the Columbia Gorge Community College site. Another is 
to use the existing La Clinical building. Commissioner Lennox noted that Wasco 
County hired Design Structures to conduct an evaluation of the La Clinical 
building to determine projected costs for essential repairs and remodeling to 
make it suitable for the 911/EOC Center. He said this would also include the 
cost for the replacement of the roof, which would need to be done prior to 
occupancy. Commissioner Lennox stated the cost estimates are lower to repair 
the La Clinical building than to participate in building a new structure for the 
Center at the Community College. 

The perspective from law enforcement regarding location is the 
importance of keeping the site as close to the inner city as possible; making the 
La Clinical building's location more desirable than the College up on the hill. 

Some issues were brought up regarding the La Clinical site. It would tie 
up the land the building occupies holding off opportunities for sale of the 
property. 
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The City expressed that they would need some guarantee that the County 
would hold onto the ownership of the property and continue maintenance of the 
building for an allotted time frame, which would need to be agreed on by both 
parties. 

Judge Ericksen feels that there are some advantages to moving into a 
new facility opposed to the La Clinical building. 

A lengthy discussion occurred 

Eric Nisley, Wasco County District Attorney, noted that the law requires 
the County to go through an analysis for the Court to determine if the property is 
needed for public use. This analysis would weigh into your consideration. 
Mr. Nisley added that it is important for the Communication Center to be near law 
enforcement due to the amount and importance of the interaction between the 
officers and the Center. 

Steve Conover, Chief Deputy Sheriff, brought up that 911 and the 
Emergency Operations Center are both County operations. The quicker the 
County gets into its own building the better. The 911 Center has been expanding 
its technology and rewiring in a building the County does not own; this is money 
lost. He feels it would be best to move into a County owned building. Officer 
Conover stated that the emergency response agencies do not like the College 
location for many reasons, including access. Mr. Conover informed the Court 
that if the County chooses to build with the Military Department we would have 
over $1 million into construction. The cost of construction continues to increase 
with every meeting. He feels as stewards of the public we need to look at that. If 
the County chooses to reconstruct the La Clinical site it could be finished within a 
year, opposed to the College site that may be three years out until completion. 

Mike Davidson, Emergency Management Services Manager, stated that 
the main discussion originally involving building with the guard was to save 
money. At the time the guard had agreed to put in the whole infrastructure. The 
cost has already been altered; it is $110 more per sq ft than it was initially. 

Rick Eiesland, Waco County Sheriff, stated that there is the ability to 
expand if the La Clinical site is chosen. 

Kathy McBride, Administrative Assistant, noted that the County can only 
enter into a lease with no more than a ninety nine year term. 
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Judge Ericksen stated that the only question to investigate would be the 
remodeling needs for the La Clinical building. He stated that the concern the 
County would have would be the need to come up with an option to fund the 
repairs for the whole roof. 

The County currently pays $1,400.00 per month for rent to house the 
Communications Agency. 

There has been some discussion about moving the Health Department out 
of Annex A. When taking into consideration the economics of the County it may 
not be possible to move the Department. If Mid-Columbia Center for Living were 
to relocate, the vacant space could be occupied by Community Corrections. 

The City of The Dalles is unsure if the use of partnership money could be 
used to replace the whole roof or just the area that would house the 911/EOC 
Center. 

Sheriff Eiesland questioned if there is a possibility that the City would front 
the cost for the entire roof and then the County would be responsible for paying 
the City back over time. 

Mr. Stone stated that the roof repair, without an in-depth study, is 
estimated to cost $150,000.00. 

Sheriff Eiesland stated that the City wants the County to commit 15 to 20 
years if the La Clinical Building is used to house 911/EOC. 

Mr. Stone expressed that it is not the best use of public funds to build at 
the College due to the fact that the County is not gaining anything from the move; 
the County will not own anything. 

Mr. Nisley stated that the County would be better off holding on to the 
property. 

Commissioner Holliday asked how long until the roof at the La Clinical 
building would need to be replaced? 

Mr. Stone answered the need is there now. 

Officer Conover suggested that the Court make a decision; he stated the 
best choice would be the La Clinical site. 
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Commissioner Lennox would like to see the Court in principle move 
forward with consensus now and work on the language that would satisfy the City 
later. 

Mr. Davidson noted that there is a grant program for EOC Centers, 
specifically for construction or renovation projects. If the County is interested in 
applying for this grant funding the application would need to be turned in by 
July 17, 2008. Preparing this application is a lot of work and they are only 
accepting one application per state. 

Mr. Nisley suggested that the Court reach a consensus that it is the 
County's intent to make the La Clinical building the relocation site for the 
911/EOC Center. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to make the La Clinical 
Building available for the relocation of the 911/EOC Center***. 

Judge Ericksen left for the day at 10:57 a.m. 

The Court discussed the following items as listed on the Discussion List of 
July 9, 2008 (Attached as Exhibit B). 

Item #4- The Court discussed the upcoming meeting on July 16th at the 
Barlow Gate Grange in Wamic regarding the proposed formation of the Pine 
Hollow Rural Fire Protection District. It was noted that 50% voter turnout is 
required. 

Item #7- The request from the Oregon Water Trust for a fee waiver in the 
amount of $1,500 for services from the GIS Department was discussed. 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved that the fee waiver request from the 
Oregon Water Trust be denied. Commissioner Lennox seconded the 
motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Item #8 - The Court briefly discussed the comments received from Dave 
Jacobs, Oregon Department of Forestry, in regards to the proposed amendment 
to the Wasco County Community Wildfire Protection Plan. 

Item #9 - Discussion occurred on the request from Roger Pearce, Wasco 
County Deputy Sheriff, in regards to the recommended and designated 
swimming area at the Pine Hollow Reservoir. 
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Deputy Pearce is willing to donate trees to be planted adjacent to the 
designated swimming area. He has secured a donation of sand and gravel for 
the area as well. Deputy Pearce is requesting that the Wasco County Public 
Works Department haul the donated sand and gravel. 

***It was the consensus of the County Court to request that the 
Wasco County Public Works Department haul the donated sand and gravel 
to the Pine Hollow Reservoir for the swimming area project***. 

The Court considered the approval of the Regular Session Consent 
Calendar of July 9, 2008 (Attached as Exhibit C). 

{{{Commissioner Holliday moved to approve the Regular Session 
Consent Calendar of July 9, 2008 as presented. Commissioner Lennox 
seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Commissioner Holliday agreed to contact Y1 02 in regards to today's Court 
meeting. 

The Court adjourned at 11:15 a.m. 

The Court signed: 

- Order in the matter of the appointment of Dan Spatz to the Wasco County 
Economic Development Commission. 
- Order in the matter of the reappointment of Dan Ericksen to the Mid-Columbia 
Economic Development District Board of Directors. 

WASCO COUNTY COURT 

4?.~ . JA / 
Dan~-yJUdge ===-

missioner 

Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 



JulyS, 2008 

To: Wasco County Court 

WASCO COUN1Y 
Facilities 

~C& 7/"'t lo8 
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Fred Davis 
Facilities Operations Manager 
511 Washington St. 
The Dalles, OR 97058-1599 
phone: 541-506-2553 
fax: 541-506-2551 
eel: 541-993-3280 

e-mail-fredd@co.wasco.or.us 

The following are the estimated cost for the needed repair of the 2"d floor northeast "bay" window of Annex B. 

Solar Cool Glass (36 panes in 3 sizes) 
Demolition and installation 

(Gorge Glass) sub total 
Relocation of low voltage electrical 
In house finish materials (estimate) 
Total estimate 

$2,604.40 
$1,920.00 
$4,524.40 

$538.00 
$150.00 

$5,212.40 
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DISCUSSION LIST 

ACTION ITEMS: 

1. Selection of Court Member to contact Y1 02 tomorrow morning between 8 and 
8:30 a.m. to report on today's Court Meeting. 

2. Discussion on the organizational structure of the Office of the Wasco County 
Court. 

3. Discussion on the location of the proposed 911/EOC Building and the associated 
Agreements. 

4. Discussion on the upcoming meeting on July 16, 2008, at 6:30p.m. at the Barlow 
Gate Grange in regards to the proposed formation of a Rural Fire Protection 
District. 

5. Consideration of the following recommendations from the Wasco County Wage 
and Classification Committee: 

Deputy District Attorney I 
Deputy District Attorney II 
Chief Legal Secretary 
Salary Survey 

7. Request from the Oregon Water Trust for a fee waiver in the amount of $1,500 
for services from the GIS Department. 

8. Discussion on the comments from Dave Jacobs, Oregon Forestry Department, in 
regards to the proposed amendment to the Wasco County, Oregon, Community 
Wildfire Protection Plan. 

9. Discussion and decision on the request from Roger Pearce, Deputy Sheriff, in 
regards to the recommended and designated swimming area at the Pine Hollow 
Reservoir. 

Page 1 - Discussion List 
7/9/2008 
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CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Order in the matter of the appointment of Dan Spatz to the Wasco County 
Economic Development Commission. 

2. Order in the matter of the reappointment of Dan Ericksen to the Mid-Columbia 
Economic Development District Board of Directors. 


